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Mr, Carl Paladino, President 
Ellicott Development Company 
Ellicott Square Building 
295 Main Street, Suite 210 
Buffalo, New York 14203 

Dear~o: 
Enclosed please find copies of an Op Ed piece, our recent court papers and the original Arbiter's 
Decision. Hopefully, you will find them worth reading. 

Our main purpose in going to court has been to defend ourselves and to have the Superintendent 
and Board forced to negotiate the change (their proposal in negotiations). 

Knowing you, there is no doubt that you would not allow a contractor do to you what the 
Superintendent and Board are attempting to do to us - unilaterally change a contract to benefit 
themselves. 

Next time, give me a call to discuss the issue or let's have a cup of coffee (I don't do lunches). 
Then, you can beat the crap out of me! 

Philip Rumore 
President 
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210 Ellicott Square 716.854.0060 
295 Main Street Real Estate Development, Management & leasing fax 716.852.2829 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14203-2219 Commercial • Residential www.ellicottdevelopment.com 

January 27, 2009 

Philip Rumore, President 
Buffalo Teachers Federation 
271 Porter Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14201 

Dear Phil: 

You grew up in an Italian household presumably with parents who gave you a 
good foundation to take into the world. What happened to you? When you have the 
upper hand you are expected to do the right thing. To encourage a child to learn how to 
play chesswell~'·Ydi.rmight have to throw a few games. I respect your ability, Phil. 
You:~;edorii> jou.lJJOb WelFgivlrif(Y6ur:m:~mbet$hipexcell€n~ d(m~ct t~rms.: You ~,; l:jlc: 

l~a:rned h'o\.y t(fpray~th&game:-and~iieg6tlate'\liith 'an Qbvions11'c{j)U.ecti:lt{:elyjncomp'~~ent 
SchO'<1rBbti!a~ 'H6w:can':Ydu;~106'se!wh€bYPu intimidate andbribc;;: ~lbany to·AQ yo~r will 
and you'have astacked'd6cl(on the Scho'ol Board elected in a separate.May~~l.ection by 
less than 5% of the electorate. You've 'lobbied intensely againstmoving.Jhe eiection,to, 
November because you control the election and you have the status quo union loving' 
Crystal Peoples, the cortupting Grass Roots and the parasitic Black Sisterhood in your 
pocket. 

But what have you really won Phil? You have great pay and benefits and most of 
the older teachers go home to a nice suburban home but the poorest city of its size in 
America has a totally dysfunctional school system cheating students from destitute homes 
out of lheir right to a dc-cent education. You have no guilt forcing a young child into a 
system knowing that chances are overwhelming that the child is doomed to a life of 
tragedy, probably pealing potatoes in a prison kitchen if not killed on the streets. The 
graduation rate fell to 46% last year and the taxpayers paid $25,500 per student. The 
tuition at Nichols is $15,000 per year. We could send all of them to great private schools 
and set aside $10,000 a year in a college fund for each. You blame everybody and 
everything except yourself. 

Yes, the health contract was a negotiated teITll,and'yes, you have a legalright in 
the courts to force the City to go back and reinstate.theqmltiple:contractsan4yes,yo.u 
'have'thhrignt to- negotiate that term with the City't~·exact'lp.pre;trib\lte .an9 )~:t, :~h~ \ /'I,;' 
'sYst~m will pay'$i'5· mil rhote'per year for·the: same:t}en;efi1;s;a~d yes, ;SQme yo~g~r.~i,'i·j' 
~ea,chers will he l'ayed off and yes, class size will'increase;and,yes~;1he wheels QQ:1he bus 
ig~rollJ1cland round .. ··:·~·!: ;; ,.'. '.,:;, .. ,,; .. ,,; ,. :':~('. ;':;:' 



But Phil, you have a greater moral obligation to our community. Teachers want a 
better school system without fear of guns and wayward, undisciplined children. Teachers 
do sensitize with the burdens the Union leadership places on the children. They felt a 
calling and struggled for their degree so as to teach and help children learn and not to 
babysit and experience day after day the horror of the lives of children relegated to live in 
the shade. 

Didn't your parents tell you to do the right thing for the poor, for those who can't 
speak for themselves and those mired in the quagmire of inner City life? The failure of 
our school system is primarily responsible for the decay of our City, the lack of quality 
leadership and the flight of the middle class to the suburbs. The burden ofthe-insane­
regulations imposed by Albany for dealing with incompetent teachers and tenure are 
unheard of in the real world. Two years and $200,000 to discipline Ms. Barton. What 
planet are you from? Have you no decency? How long do you think that this failed 
system can continue before it implodes on itself? 

Don't talk to me about the Union's rights to negotiate. We have a progressive 
crisis mandating that the people change the rules. Thank god for the control board. 
Without it you and the collectively incompetent School Board would have driven the last 
sole out of the City. 

Your days at the Union are numbered. Young teachers are going to rise up and 
resist the policies you impose that will cost them their jobs. Decent citizens and teachtrs 
will demand thatthe Regents dismiss the School Board and bring in responsible 
educators. Take a little vacation and revaluate what you are doing. Would your parents 
approve? Would they be proud of you? Will you print this letter in your union 
newspaper? 

Very truly yours,
 
Ellicott Development Company
 

<J~ 
Carl P. Paladino 
Chief Executive Officer 

CPP/lmh 



President PHILIP RUMORE 

January 28, 2009 

Mr, Carl Paladino, President 
Ellicott Development Company 
Ellicott Square Building 
295 Main Street, Suite 210 
Buffalo, New York 14203 

Dear Mr. Paladino: 

NYSUT
 
NEAlAFT
 

BUFFALO TEACHERS
 
FEDERATION, INC
 

271 PORTER AVENUE
 
BUFFALO, N.Y. 14201
 

(716) 881-5400
 
FAX (716) 881-6678
 

I was brought up by my mom, a single parent since I was two. Since I never saw my father who 
I found out just several years ago was Italian, I was not brought up in an Italian household. 

Yes, my mom, a single parent who sacrificed so much, did teach me a great deal. 

One of the things she taught me was, that as difficult as it might be, to rise above people who 
write nasty, vicious letters like you and to not become like the person who would write such a 
letter. 

She also taught me not to return nasty treatment in kind, but rather, hope that the person who 
would write such a letter, would change for the better. 

By the way, my mom just passed away several months ago. Don't ever again refer to her in such 
a vicious and ugly letter. 

Sincerely, 

Philip Rumore 
President 

PRimm 


